
Wheelchairs Can Help Contributed by adminSunday, 26 November 2006Last Updated Sunday, 26 November 2006When wheelchairs were first introduced, they were massive and extremely hard to maneuver.  The patient had no choice but to depend on someone else&rsquo;s help in order to use the wheelchair.  Today, however, with the new science and technology, wheelchairs have improved greatly.  Not only can they be maneuvered single handedly, but also they can help with achieving almost any task to bring back normality and quality to one&rsquo;s life.There are many types of wheelchairs available today, and each one is designed and modified when ordered/purchased as per the specific requirements and needs of the patient.  It is important that the patient consult his or her doctor before making a choice, as an expert can help explain the benefits and functions provided by the wheelchairs. The main types of wheelchairs are electric, motorized, and power wheelchairs.  Depending on your daily activities and requirements, you can choose the wheelchair that is most suitable for you in regaining your freedom of movement.  In the advanced wheelchairs of today, women and men have been enabled to play and participate in their favorite sports again.  They are able to live their lives as normally as possible under the circumstances.When shopping for a wheelchair, it is wise to compare prices and packages from different sources to help you get the best bargain available on the market.  Many stores today allow you to try the wheelchair for several days before purchase to help you decide which one to buy.  Some medical insurance will cover wheelchairs, and most wheelchair manufacturers will work with you in order to qualify and obtain financial aid from your medical insurance.Which WheelchairIf you've been told you need a wheelchair, you're probably feeling pretty overwhelmed right now.  Deciding which chair is right for you can be a real challenge.  This article describes a few of the most common wheelchairs, and provides some pointers to decide which chair is the right one.When most people think of wheelchairs, they think of manual wheelchairs.  Those are the chairs with the large back wheels.  The user propels the chair by pushing on the wheel rims.If you weigh more than 250 pounds, you may need to take another look at which chair you need.  Your doctor will probably suggest a bariatric chair, which is wider and built to hold more weight. A manual or bariatric chair is probably which chair you'll use if you can use your upper body and support yourself in a sitting position.  If you can't propel your own chair, for instance, if your arms are not strong enough or if you get too short of breath with exertion you may require a motorized wheelchair or a scooter.  Your insurance will probably pay for this if your doctor will certify this is which chair you need to maintain a high quality of life.Another type of wheelchair is the geri-chair.  These chairs are designed to help people who cannot maintain an upright posture on their own.  These chairs are heavier than traditional wheelchairs and have four small wheels.  They are heavily cushioned.  Geri-chairs usually recline and have extendable leg rests. Unlike manual chairs, geri-chairs are not easily portable.
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